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(/guide/Red-shouldered_Hawk/media-browser/71533441)

Adult (lineatus group)
Medium-sized hawk with slim body and fairly long tail.

Wings are broad and somewhat square at the tips when
soaring. Adults have extensively reddish brown

underparts. Tail and flight feathers are banded black and
white.
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Connecticut, September 25, 2017
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Adult (lineatus group)
Medium-sized hawk with slim shape, small head, and

fairly long tail. Adults are rich reddish-brown on the
chest.
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Red-shouldered Hawks are medium-sized,
with broad, rounded wings and medium-
length tails that they fan out when soaring. In
flight, they often glide or soar with their
wingtips pushed slightly forward, imparting a
distinctive, “reaching” posture.

© Chris S. Wood | Macaulay Library
(https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/69950211?
__hstc=75100365.7bc4cc12760dd970c5ef17bb523699f8.1549587014599.1549

Adults are colorful hawks with dark-and-
white checkered wings and warm reddish
barring on the breast. The tail is black with
narrow white bands. Immatures are brown
above and white below streaked with brown.
All ages show narrow, pale crescents near
the wingtips in flight.

The Four Keys to ID
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Size & Shape

RELATIVE SIZE

Noticeably smaller than a Red-tailed
Hawk; larger than a Broad-winged Hawk.

between crow and goose

MEASUREMENTS
Both Sexes
Length: 16.9-24.0 in (43-61 cm)
Weight: 17.1-27.3 oz (486-774 g)
Wingspan: 37.0-43.7 in (94-111 cm)

Color Pattern
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© Paul Fenwick | Macaulay Library
(https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/35899351?
__hstc=75100365.7bc4cc12760dd970c5ef17bb523699f8.1549587014599.1549

Red-shouldered Hawks soar over forests or
perch on tree branches or utility wires. Its
rising, whistled kee-rah is a distinctive sound
of the forest. They hunt small mammals,
amphibians, and reptiles either from perches
or while flying.

© Timothy Barksdale | Macaulay Library
(https://macaulaylibrary.org/video/408617?
__hstc=75100365.7bc4cc12760dd970c5ef17bb523699f8.1549587014599.1549

Look for Red-shouldered Hawks in
deciduous woodlands, often near rivers and
swamps. They build stick nests in a main
crotch of a large tree. During migration, Red-
shouldered Hawks often move high
overhead along ridges or along the coast.

© David Rudder | Macaulay Library
(https://macaulaylibrary.org/photo/70818441?
__hstc=75100365.7bc4cc12760dd970c5ef17bb523699f8.1549587014599.1549

Red-shouldered Hawks in the Northeast tend
to be brownish overall. Florida birds have very
pale, grayish heads, while those in California
are very richly colored with a rusty head.

Regional Photos

Regional Differences

Behavior

01:33

Habitat
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Species in This Family
Hawks, Eagles, and Kites (/guide/browse/taxonomy/Accipitridae) (Order: Accipitriformes,

Family:Accipitridae (/guide/browse/taxonomy/Accipitridae))

Browse Species in This Family (/guide/browse/taxonomy/Accipitridae)

More to Read

Adult (Elegans)

© Paul Fenwick | Macaulay Library
California, September 20, 2016

• • •
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